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ESA-AES/SINO-ECO JOINT GATHERING DUR-

ING THE 2014 ESA ANNUAL MEETING 

On August 12, 2014, during the ESA meeting at Sacramento, CA, ESA-AES and Sino-Eco held a successful joint 

gathering.  Nearly sixty members and their family met at the P.F. Chang Restaurant. (Read more on Page 6) 

THE 5TH INTERNATIONAL YOUNG ECOL-

OGIST FORUM, HENAN UNIVERSITY, HENAN, 

CHINA 

Several AES members were invited as one of the keynote speakers to present at the 5th International Forum for 

Young Ecologists : How to Design and Conduct Ecological Research at Henan Univeristy, Henan, China on May 

16-18, 2014.   (Read more on Page 7) 

THE LAUNCH OF SEAHORSE DIVER SPECIAL-

TY COURSE 

Read more on Page 7 

AES MEMBERS PUBLISHED NEW PAPERS 

Read more on Page 8 

AES IN MEMORIAM OF DR. RUSONG WANG 

The Asian Ecology Section of the Ecological Society of America is mourning the loss of Dr. Rusong Wang, a re-

nowned ecologist who passed away on November 28, 2014 at the age of 67.  (Read more on Page 9) 

AES GATHERING AT THE 2015 ESA ANNUAL 
MEETING AT BALTIMORE, MD 

We plan to meet  at 5:30 pm, on Tuesday, August 11, 2015, during this yearôs ESA Annual meting.  More details 

coming soon. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

Words from the Chair ... 2 

 

Executive members of AES
 ........................................ 3 

 

Call for nominations of 
AES officers ................... 4 

 

2014 AES Awards winners
 ........................................ 5 

 

News from members ..... 6 

 

In memoriam of Dr. Wang
 ........................................ 9 

 

Call for 2015 AES Awards 
nominations .................. 10 

 

Call for contributions to 
the next issue of AES 
newsletter ...................... 10 



WORDS FROM THE ESA-AES CHAIR 

Dear AES Members and Friends: 

 

I am honored to serve as the Chair of the 

Asian Ecology Section of the Ecological So-

ciety of America (ESA-AES). Asia is the 

home not only to half of the worldôs human 

population, but also to the great of diversity 

of organisms and many fragile ecosystems. 

Many ecologists and scientists in related 

disciplines across the world have broad in-

terests in ecological and environmental is-

sues in Asia. Since its inception in 1994, 

AES has facilitated communications and 

collaborations among the ecologists within 

the ESA and throughout the world, who are 

interested in ecological research in Asia. 

The AES has since been striving to promote 

ecological research in Asia, which has been 

highlighted by the recent success in estab-

lishing the AES Outstanding Graduate Stu-

dent Award and the AES Early Career Ecol-

ogist Award in 2012.  

The Asian Ecology section is founded to 

serve ecologists, scientists in related disci-

plines, and the public who have interests in 

the ecology and environment of the Asia 

countries. I am committed to working hard 

to enhance the impact of AES in stimulat-

ing collaborative interactions between ESA 

ecologists and others in Asian countries. In 

particular, I will continue the ongoing ef-

forts of AES to enhance the participation of 

ecologists from Asian countries. I will also 

work to maintain the financial sustainabil-

ity of the Section through increased mem-

bership. Two scientific groups that I believe 

could add significantly to AES are interna-

tional ecologists and agronomists who have 

research projects in Asia. I will strive to 

identify sources of revenue to sustain and 

expand the existing programs to enhance 

student participation in the annual ESA 

meeting and to reward excellence in stu-

dent research. I will also focus on increas-

ing the visibility of the Asia Ecology section 

within the Asian countries. Specifically, I 

plan to raise the section profile by sponsor-

ing symposia or international meetings in 

Asian countries. Finally, I will support the 

on-going improvement and expansion of 

the Asian Ecology website as a means for 

disseminating ecology research (new ad-

vancement, resources, and tools) to stu-

dents, educators, scientists, and citizens 

across the Asian countries. 

Now I am cordially inviting you to join in 

the AES. If you are interested, you may also 

nominate yourself or others as the Chair of 

the next term and apply for our two AES 

awards! Please see the announcements in 

this newsletter.  

I am looking forward to meeting you 

(again) in Baltimore, MD in August. Let us 

gather together to celebrate the 100th year 

of the Ecological Society of America! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Shuijin Hu,  

Chair, ESA-AES 

Professor, North Carolina State University 
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EXECUTIVE MEMBERS OF ESA-AES 

 

Chair 

Dr. Shuijin Hu 

Dr. Hu is a professor of ecology at the North Carolina 

State University. He received his BS in Agronomy from 

Hefei Institute of Science and Technology (1983), MS in 

genetics from Nan-jing Agricultural University (1987), 

and PhD in ecology from the University of Georgia 

(1994).  

Email: shu4@ncsu.edu 

 

 

 

Secretary 

Dr. Bin Zhu 

Dr. Zhu is an associate professor of environmental sci-

ence at the University of Hartford. He received his B.S. 

(1997) and M.S. in Ecology (2000) from Nanjing Univer-

sity and Master in Public Administration (MPA 2005) 

and Ph.D. in Biology (2006) from Syracuse University. 

Dr. Zhu was also a post-doctoral associate at Cornell 

University. 

Email: zhu@hartford.edu 

 

 

Liaison Officer 

Dr. Lingli Liu 

Dr. Liu is a Principal Investigator at the State Key 

Laboratory of Vegetation and Environmental 

Change, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of 

Sciences. Dr. Liu obtained her B.S. in Environmen-

tal Biology from Nanjing University in 1999, M.S. in 

Ecology from Peking University in 2002, and Ph.D. 

in Forestry from the North Carolina State University 

in 2007. 

Email: lingli.liu@ibcas.ac.cn 
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The Asian Ecology Section of the Ecological Society of America is calling for nomina-

tions for Chair for the next term of two years.  

The next ESA annual meeting is approaching.  According to the bylaws of the AES, it 

is the time to elect the next termôs AES chair.  Under the ESA-AES bylaws, the office 

of ESA-AES is comprised of two officers: Chair and Secretary. 

You can nominate another AES member or yourself for the Chair and the Secretary. 

Please identify the nominee by full name and office(s) for which the member is being 

nominated.  Please email all nominations to Dr. Shuijin Hu (shu4@ncsu.edu) and 

Dr. Bin Zhu (zhu@hartford.edu) by 5 pm Eastern Time, Sunday, May 31, 2015. 

Following by the close of nominations, we will confirm each nomineeôs interest in 

running for each specific office, and obtain Candidate statements. Candidate state-

ments will be forwarded to all members before the end of June, and the officers will 

be elected by email ballot by a majority vote of the current ESA-AES before the end 

of July. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS OF ESA-AES 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR ESA-AES CHAIR 
AND SECRETARY 

Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Jiaqi Tan 

Jiaqi received his BS from Fudan University in 2008 and PhD 

from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 2014.  He is now a 

research scientist at Georgia Tech.  His research centers on the 

causes and consequences of biodiversity at broader temporal 

and spatial scales.  He has published his studies in Ecology and 

the American Naturalist, and was a recipient of the AES Out-

standing Graduate Student Award in 2013. 

Email: jtan@gatech.edu 

 

Web Administrator 

Anny Chung 

Anny is a PhD candidate at the University of New Mexico stud-

ying plant-microbe interactions and plant coexistence. For her 

dissertation, she investigates these questions in a dessert 

grassland ecosystem at the Sevilleta LTER. She is from Taiwan 

and received her bachelorôs degree from Washington Universi-

ty in St. Louis. She is looking forward to developing and main-

taining the website for AES. 

Email: yyachung@gmail.com 
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2014 AES AWARDS 

EARLY CAREER AWARD 

Dr. Lingli Liu  

Dr. Liu is a Principal Investigator at the State Key Laboratory of Vegetation and Environ-

mental Change, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences.  Dr. Liu obtained her 

B.S. in Environmental Biology from Nanjing University in 1999, M.S. in Ecology from Pe-

king University in 2002, and Ph.D. in Forestry from the North Carolina State University in 

2007.  After her Ph.D., she received the ORISE Postdoctoral fellowship, and worked as a 

postdoctoral fellow at the National Center for Environmental Assessment, US Environ-

mental Protection Agency.  Dr. Liu joined the Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sci-

ences in 2011, and was selected by the national ñYoung Thousand Talent Programò by the 

Central Government of China in 2012.  Her research interest focuses on the impacts of 

global environmental changes, especially air pollution, on carbon and nitrogen cycles. Dr. 

Liu has published her research in high profile journals, such as Ecology Letters, Global 

Change Biology and PNAS.  Dr. Liu also serves as an associate editor for the Journal of 

Plant Ecology-UK. 

(Please find a picture of Dr. Liu in Page 3) 

 

Dr. Xiaofeng Xu 

Dr. Xu is an Assistant 

Professor at the Depart-

ment of Biological Sci-

ences, University of Tex-

as at El Paso, TX.  He 

received his doctoral de-

gree in Forest Biology 

and Ecology from Au-

burn University in 2010.  

Previously, he studied at 

the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences, China for a 

M.S. degree in Environ-

mental Sciences awarded 

in 2004.  His B.A. degree 

in Biotechnology was from Henan Normal University in 2000.  Dr. Xuôs research mainly 

focuses on land-atmosphere interaction in the framework of Earth system modeling.  He 

successfully received multiple grants to conduct research on regional studies in China and 

the US, and on global analysis for land-atmosphere interaction in the context of global en-

vironmental change. Dr. Xu published extensively in scientific journals, such as Ecology 

Letters, Global Ecology and Biogeography, Global Change Biology, Global Biogeochemical 

Cycles, Environmental Research Letters, Environmental Science and Technology etc.  The 

cumulative impact factor of all his 43 publications to date in international journals is 170.6, 

and the total number of citations of his publications is greater than 1100. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS 
 
ESA-AES/SINO-ECO JOINT GATHERING DURING THE 2014 ESA 
ANNUAL MEETING IN SCRAMENTO, CA 

 On August 12, 2014, during the ESA meeting at Sacramento, CA, ESA-AES and Sino

-Eco held a successful joint gathering.  Nearly sixty members and their family met at the 

P.F. Chang Restaurant.  Our AES Chair, Dr. Shujing Hu, and Sino-Eco President, Dr. Yushun 

Cheng, both attended the gatherings.    

 Dr. Hu, and Dr. Cheng thanked members, especially those who were all the way 

from Asia, for coming to the gathering.  They also thanked Dr. Bin Zhu, AES Secretary, Dr. 

Charlie Huang, Senior Research Scientist at the California Department of Fish and Wild-

life, and Dr. Qinqin Liu, 

Senior Research Scien-

tist at the California De-

partment of Water Re-

sources, for assisting or-

ganizing this event.    

 The gathering 

was followed by a dis-

cussion panel about ca-

reer path options, which 

was led by Dr. Yushun 

Cheng, Dr. Yiqi Luo, Dr. 

Charlie Huang, and Dr. 

Yianda Zhang. This was 

well received by the at-

tendees.      
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