
 

2016 SBI Participant Biographies 
Carol Blanchette 
Director 
Valentine Eastern Sierra Reserve (VESR) 
University of California Natural Reserve System 
Santa Barbara, California 
blanchet@ucsb.edu 
 
Dr. Carol A Blanchette is an Associate Researcher at the University of California, Santa Barbara 
and is the current Director of the Valentine Eastern Sierra Reserve (VESR), one of 39 research 
reserves in the University of California’s Natural Reserve System (NRS). The Reserve consists of 
two sites, Valentine Camp and the Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory (SNARL), located 
15 miles apart near Mammoth Lakes in the eastern Sierra Nevada. VESR provides protected 
wildlands, on-site experimental facilities, as well as the support facilities for conducting studies 
of natural systems over a large part of central, eastern California and western Nevada. 

 
Marianne Burke 
Strategic Management Systems Leader 
US National Vegetatation Classification (USNVC) Infrastructure Development 
US Forest Service 
Washington, District of Columbia 
mburke@fs.fed.us 

 
Alan Byboth 
Field Station Manager 
Center for Biological Field Studies 
Sam Houston State University 
Huntsville, Texas 
abyboth@shsu.edu 
 
I have been the Field Station Manager for SHSU for the last three years.  My job has been to 
create a biological field station from an abandoned fish hatchery.  Prior to that I taught  biology 
courses at the University of Texas at Tyler for two years, including Plant Taxonomy, Botany, 
Microbiology, General Biology, and Human A&P.  
 
During the preceding six years I served as the Executive Director for the Camp Tyler Foundation, 
a 501(c) (3), which owns and operates Camp Tyler, one of America's oldest outdoor education 
programs and youth camps.  Earlier I was a carpenter, mechanic and truck driver. I have and 
B.S. and M.S. in Biology from the University of Texas at Tyler. 



 
Caitlin Cleaver 
Director of Science & Research 
Hurricane Island Center for Science & Leadership 
Northeastern Coastal Station Alliance (NeCSA) 
Rockland, Maine 
caitlin@hurricaneisland.net 
 
Caitlin works as the Director of Science and Research for the Hurricane Island Center for Science 
and Leadership (HICSL). HICSL is a nonprofit organization based in Rockland, ME. In her 
position, she is able to translate science into education through hands-on experiential learning 
programs with middle and high school students, develop and carry out baseline data collection 
on Hurricane Island in Penobscot Bay as well as build a network of researchers who value and 
connect to Hurricane Island and coastal Maine. Caitlin believes that coupling social science with 
natural science is important in developing effective conservation strategies that adequately 
take into account the human aspect of marine issues. Caitlin is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in 
ecology and environmental sciences with a focus on the human dimension of the Maine 
aquaculture industry. She holds an M.P.A. in environmental science and policy from Columbia 
University and a B.A. in environmental policy from Colby College. She was awarded a Switzer 
Environmental Fellowship in 2013 to pursue marine resource conservation and building coastal 
community resilience. 

 
Michael Dietze 
Associate Professor 
PEcAn (Predictive Ecosystem Analyzer) Project 
Boston University 
Boston, Massachusetts 
dietze@bu.edu 
 
Associate Professor in the Department of Earth and Environment at Boston University. His 
research focuses on the impacts of climate change on terrestrial ecosystems, biodiversity, and 
the carbon cycle using a combination of field, lab, statistical, informatics, and modeling 
approaches. He is lead developer of PEcAn, a cyberinfrastructure system for ecosystem 
modeling and data assimilation, and author of the forthcoming book “Ecological Forecasting.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jerald Dosch 
Director and Visiting Associate Professor 
Katharine Ordway Natural History Study Area 
Macalester College, Biology Department 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 
dosch@macalester.edu 
 
I have a BA in Biology from Minnesota State University Moorhead and a PhD in Ecology and 
Evolution from Rutgers.  I have taught at the college level since 1995 and have been the 
director of Macalester College's field station, the Katharine Ordway Natural History Study Area, 
since 2010.   I was co-PI on a NSF FSML planning grant, have served on a FSML panel and will be 
submitting a FSML bricks and mortar grant proposal in January 2017. 
 
My project is to learn how to be financially prepared for "surprise" opportunities that will 
require a rapid response. For example, if an adjoining parcel of land becomes available how do 
we purchase it before someone else does? 

 
Richard Grosberg 
Director 
Coastal & Marine Sciences Institute 
University of California, Davis 
Davis, California 
rkgrosberg@ucdavis.edu 

 
Jeffrey Klemens 
Assistant Professor of Biology 
InvestigadoresACG 
Philadelphia University 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
klemensj@philau.edu 
 
Jeff Klemens is a tropical ecologist who received his Ph.D. in 2003 from the University of 
Pennsylvania is currently the Nardiello-Flick term chair in Biology and Design at Philadelphia 
University. He has been involved in teaching and research in the Area de Conservación 
Guanacaste, Costa Rica, since 1998. He has developed and taught numerous tropical ecology 
and environmental leadership courses in Costa Rica since 2000, including courses for high 
school and college students, and has been an invited faculty member for the Organization for 
Tropical Studies. Klemens is the founder of InvestigadoresACG (IACG, 
www.investigadoresacg.org), a non-profit organization dedicated to facilitating research, 
education, and bio-development in and around the ACG.  

 



 
Jennifer Mattei 
Professor 
Project Limulus/Living Shoreline Long Island Sound 
Sacred Heart University 
Fairfield, Connecticut 
matteij@sacredheart.edu 
 
Dr. Jennifer Mattei has a wide range of interests in population ecology, restoration, and 
conservation, with over 22 years of experience working in coastal ecosystems.  After 
completing her Ph.D. in Ecology & Evolution at SUNY, Stony Brook, Mattei was a post-doc at 
Rutgers University where she was part of a team of scientists to be the first to successfully 
restore coastal woody shrub habitats on top of closed sections of the largest landfill in the US.  
In 1999, she began her work on the population ecology and conservation of the Long Island 
Sound Horseshoe Crab (Project Limulus; www.projectlimulus.org).  Mattei’s current funding 
($148,000) from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation entitled Stratford Point Living 
Shoreline: Restoring Coastal Habitats to Maintain Resiliency and Function includes the 
restoration of several acres of pollinator meadow and upland coastal forest habitat.   

 
Carolyn Menke 
Assistant Executive Director 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Corvallis, Oregon 
carolyn@appliedeco.org 
 
Carolyn Menke is Assistant Executive Director and Conservation Biologist with Institute for 
Applied Ecology (IAE), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to conserve native 
species and habitats through restoration, research and education.   Based in Corvallis, Oregon, 
IAE has 20 regular employees and hires 10-20 seasonal field staff.  We provide a service to 
public and private agencies and individuals by developing and communicating information on 
ecosystems, species, and effective management strategies. Restoration of habitats is a primary 
focus, and we conduct this work through partnerships with a diverse group of agencies, 
organizations and the private sector.  We link our community with habitats through K-12 
education, the sustainability in prisons project, and broad outreach. 
 
Carolyn has a M.S. in Ecology from Oregon State University and a B.S. in Plant Biology from 
University of California, Davis.  Carolyn and her husband have two boys (6 and 8) and are avid 
trail runners. 

 
 
 
 



 
Abraham Miller-Rushing 
Science Coordinator 
Schoodic Education and Research Center 
National Park Service 
Bar Harbor, Maine 
abe_miller-rushing@nps.gov 

 
Shauna Oh 
Executive Director 
Coastal & Marine Sciences Institute 
University of California, Davis 
Davis, California 
sjoh@ucdavis.edu 
 
Shauna Oh is the Executive Director of the UC Davis Coastal and Marine Sciences Institute 
(CMSI). CMSI was established in 2013 to coordinate, coalesce and promote the work of the 
larger marine science and policy community at UC Davis. Shauna came to CMSI in early 2015 
from California Sea Grant, where she was the Associate Director, responsible for research 
administration, strategic planning and development. She brings to CMSI, many years of 
experience in working collaboratively with state and federal agencies, and the state-wide 
academic and research community to increase the state’s research capacity, infuse academic 
science into decision-making and training the next generation of marine and coastal scientists 
and policy makers. She earned her B.S. in biology with marine biology concentration at UCLA, a 
M.S. in fisheries at Humboldt State University and a Ph.D. in fisheries at Michigan State 
University. 

 
Laura Sewall 
Director, Bates-Morse Mountain Conservation Area and the Shortridge Coastal Center; faculty 
Northeast Coastal Stations Alliance 
Bates College 
Phippsburg, Maine 
lsewall@bates.edu 
 
Laura holds a PhD in visual psychology from Brown University and a Master’s degree in 
environmental law from Vermont Law School.  She taught ecopsychology and related courses 
for a decade at Prescott College in Arizona and is the author of Sight and Sensibility: The 
Ecopsychology of Perception (1999).  She has published in a variety of academic journals, 
magazines and collected works.  Laura’s work recently appeared in Ecopsychology: Science, 
Totems, and the Technological Species (MIT Press, 2012). As the Director of Bates-Morse 
Mountain Conservation Area and the Bates College Coastal Center at Shortridge, she works 



 
with students on a variety of projects in coastal settings. Laura serves on the editorial board of 
the Natural History Network. 

 
Jennifer Shirk 
Director of Field Development 
Citizen Science Association 
Ithaca, New York 
jls223@cornell.edu 

 
As the part-time Acting Director of the Citizen Science Association, Jennifer works to broaden 
and enrich a community of practice for 4000+ members who coordinate and research citizen 
science projects. She is based full-time at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, where she provides 
workshops, online resources, and networking opportunities internationally on citizen science 
project design and management. 
 
Jennifer researches the social and scientific dynamics that emerge as scientists, managers, and 
diverse stakeholders engage to collaboratively produce knowledge for resource management. 
She has a BA in Conservation Biology from Bard College, and an MS and PhD in Natural 
Resources from Cornell University. 

 
Andy Szabo 
Director 
Alaska Whale Foundation 
Center for Coastal Conservation 
Petersburg, Alaska 
szabo@alaskawhalefoundation.org 
 
I am the Director and Research Biologist with the Alaska Whale Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization founded in 1995 to support marine mammal research and conservation 
in Southeast Alaska.  In 2014, AWF purchased a small facility on Baranof Island in northern 
Southeast Alaska.  This fall, AWF is undertaking a comprehensive strategic planning process that 
will guide the early development of the facility into a field station with an expanded mission 
that includes a greater focus on both marine and terrestrial collaborative research projects, 
ecological monitoring, undergraduate internships, and an outreach program.  I've enrolled in 
this course to help prepare for this process. 
 
 


