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Using Stream Leaf Packs to Explore Community Assembly
PRE-LAB WORKSHEET

1. Define dispersal and discuss the implications of dispersal on community assembly.
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Give two examples of abiotic conditions and explain how each might be important to community assembly in a stream leaf pack.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3. Give two examples of biotic interactions and why they might be important to community assembly in a stream leaf pack.
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
4.  If you took the same leaf packs and put them in the same place in a stream many times, do you think they would they be colonized by the same suite of organisms every time?  Why or why not? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5.  Work in groups of 3-4.  Come up with a testable research question that is interesting to you related to community assembly in stream leaf packs. We have access to ________ River. 
What is your research question?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

State the hypotheses associated with your research question.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Explain your rationale for your hypotheses.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What is your plan for collecting the appropriate amount of leaves between now and when you will need the leaves to assemble leaf packs?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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