
 

For each person, a significant event or issue is 
identified that probably demanded considerable 
time, based on published minutes and reports. The 
result provides a perspective on the early years of 
ESA. See online for more information. 

ESA Past Presidents (1916-1968) Explore more
past presidents’ perspectives at:

esa.org/history/early-past-presidentsEarly past presidents and 
major issues of their terms

JOHN FREDERICK REED 
(1911–1997)

Ecologists Elected to  
National Academy of Science

EUGENE PLEASANTS ODUM  
(1913–2002)

Ecology is a Link between  
Basic and Applied Sciences

     1955            1956            1957            1958          1959            1960          1961            1962          1963          1964          1965          1966           1967                1968

ELLSWORTH HUNTINGTON 
(1876–1947)

Membership Qualifications, War Issues

HENRY CHANDLER COWLES 
(1869–1939)

ESA Invited to Join National Research Council

BARRINGTON MOORE 
(1883–1966)

Nominating “Areas for Ecological Study”

BARRINGTON MOORE 
(1883–1966)

First Issue of ECOLOGY Published

STEPHEN ALFRED FORBES 
(1844–1930)

Ecological Research for Human Welfare

EDGAR NELSON TRANSEAU 
(1875–1960)

ESA Recommends New National Parks, 
Natural Areas

VICTOR ERNEST SHELFORD 
(1877–1968)

Field Trips and Natural Area Protection

WARDER CLYDE ALLEE  
(1885–1955)

Forest Service Commended for Natural Areas

JOHN ERNST WEAVER 
(1884–1966)

First Issue of ECOLOGICAL MONOGRAPHS

ASA ORRIN WEESE 
(1885–1955)

Manage Public Lands as Complete Units

GEORGE ELWOOD NICHOLS  
(1882–1939)

Protection of Wilderness Areas Recommended

EDWIN BOOTH POWERS 
(1880–1949)

Ecological Nomenclature Debated

GEORGE DAMON FULLER 
(1869–1961)

Wetlands, Water Tables, and Drought

WALTER PENN TAYLOR  
(1888–1972)

Resource Management: Broad, Synthetic View 

WILLIAM SKINNER COOPER 
(1884–1978)

Diverse Member Interests  
Lead to First Sections 

ROBERT ERVIN COKER 
(1876–1967)

Archiving Ecological Documents

HERBERT CHRISTIAN HANSON 
(1890–1962)

Updating ESA Constitution

CHARLES TAYLOR VORHIES 
(1879–1949)

Debates about ESA Constitution

FRANCIS RAMALEY 
(1870–1942)

Standards for Journal Submissions

ORLANDO PARK 
(1901–1969)

Declines in Paper Submissions and Students

ALFRED CLARENCE REDFIELD 
(1890–1983)

Developing New Strategy for Conservation

RAND ALDO LEOPOLD 
(1887–1948)

AIBS Founded, ESA Joins,  
Mercer Award Established

JOHN MULVANEY AIKMAN 
(1893–1975)

ESA Envisions Endowed Ecology Center

CLARENCE FERDINAND KORSTIAN 
(1889–1968)

Conducting Business without Meetings,  
Due to War

FRANK CALEB GATES 
(1887–1955)

Need for More Members, Better Image

ALFRED EDWARDS EMERSON 
(1896–1976)

Wartime Safeguarding of ESA Papers

LAMONT COLE
(1916–1978)  
ESA Proposes a  

National Institute of Ecology

BOSTWICK HAWLEY KETCHUM 
(1912–1982)

Testimony before Congress about Ecology

THOMAS PARK 
(1908–1992)

ESA/ASLO Merger Debated  
Due to Member Overlap

WILLIAM JOHN HAMILTON 
JR. (1902–1990)

Concerns about Pesticides and Radiation

             1926            1925            1924            1923            1922            1921                1920            1919            1918            1917            1916 

                                                                        
         1927               1928               1929           1930            1931            1932             1933            1934             1935          1936          1937          1938           1939           1940

CHARLES EDWARD OLMSTED 
(1908–1977)

Volume of Journal Submissions Causes 
 Publishing Delays

ARTHUR DAVIS HASLER 
(1908–2001)

Emergence of Radioecology 

MURRAY FIFE BUELL 
 (1905–1975)

Ecosystems and Long-term Effects

WILLIAM FRANKLIN BLAIR 
(1912–1985)

Public Affairs, Testifies before Congress

REXFORD F. DAUBENMIRE 
(1909–1995)

First Full-time ESA Executive Discussed,  
International Biological Program

ROBERT FISKE GRIGGS 
(1881–1962)

“Preservation Committee” Debated, Disbanded

STANLEY ADAIR CAIN 
(1902–1995)

NSF Funds Study on  
“State of Ecological Knowledge”

HENRY JOHN OOSTING 
(1903–1968)

New Chapters and Sections Established

HOMER LEROY SHANTZ 
(1876–1958)

Member Concerns about ESA Advocacy

FORREST SHREVE  
(1878–1950)

ESA Joins Union of Biological Sciences

CHARLES CHRISTOPHER ADAMS 
(1873–1955) 

Resolution to Protect Glacier Bay

ARTHUR SPERRY PEARSE 
(1877–1956)

Naturalist’s Guide to the Americas Published

JOHN WILLIAM HARSHBERGER 
(1869–1929)

Resolution to Support Long-Term Research

PAUL BIGELOW SEARS 
(1891–1990)

Leopold Dies, “Land Ethic”  
Read at ESA Banquet

WILLIAM ALBERT DREYER 
(1904–1979)

ESA Withdraws from  
Natural Resources Council

                                                                        
          1954                 1953                 1952            1951          1950          1949          1948          1947           1946           1945           1944           1943            1942            1941

CHANCEY JUDAY 
(1871–1944)

Promotion of Quantitative Studies,  
Research Stations

JOHN ERNEST POTZGER 
(1886–1955)

ESA Joins Natural Resources Council

LEE RAYMOND DICE 
(1887–1977)

Retaining Special Interest Groups  
within ESA

EMMA LUCY BRAUN 
(1889–1971)

Human Values Subject of  
ESA/AAAS Symposium

ZENO PAYNE METCALF 
(1885–1956)

Ecological Methods Applied  
to Human Ecology

SAMUEL CHARLES KENDEIGH 
(1904–1986)

Role of Ecologists During  
Times of War and Peace


