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•	 Help find relevant ESA records hidden:

»» in attics, basements, and offices of colleagues, 
mentors, and students

 
»» in your own files 

         

»» within institutional or 
personal digital networks, libraries, or local historical 
societies

         
»» at or associated with field station research (e.g. 
see history of ecology poster “Lessons for achieving 
greater integration in a field station’s mission based 
on analysis of archived publications,” demonstrating 
the value of unarchived records. 

•	Find collections containing hidden primary records about 
people, issues or events important to ESA history in your 
local or institutional archives

   

•	Let HRC know: Where are these collections? What unique 
items do they contain?  What story do they tell compared to 
published accounts?  How are they useful for ESA history?

  

•	 Help make the dream of digitization a reality: 

»» Encourage archivists, repositories, 
and other keepers of primary 
source documents to scan or 
photograph items from significant 
collections

»» Your interest in and use 
of the collections piques 
archivists’ interest in 
getting materials online

Search results ...

Your search for Sears found 141 matches

Title: Sears (Paul Bigelow) Papers
Date:1910-1969 (inclusive).
Call Number:MS 663

Summary: The papers consist of correspondence; writings; 
topical research files; minutes, agendas, and other 
organizational papers; and teaching files, which document 
Paul Bigelow Sear’s career as an educator, conservationist, 
author, and spokesman for the environment. n Association 

~ You can help HRC build links among collections with pointers to underutilized records important to our history ~   

»» Provide keywords about 
items to enable better 
access

»» Support database-
building projects for these 
collections

This display, which was shown at the 1991 meeting 
of the Ecological Society of America, 

is on loan from the Historical Records Committee of ESA.  
It was prepared by 

Emily W.B. Russell, W. Dwight Billings, 
Marilyn Darling, Steven Rice, and Sonja Williams, 

of the Duke University Botany Department and School of Forestry & 
Environmental Studies. 

A portion of the title page of the Cowles online finding aid, available at http://ead.lib.uchicago.edu/uncap_rs3.
php?eadid=ICU.SPCL.HCCOWLES&q=ecologist.    

							       Look in your office....								       your email....											           your files....  							       Search for collections...						     Visit local archives...				    Search through collections for important items...		       Think about how best to access information and help preserve it in analog and digital formats.			 

Comparing this published account of Sears’ introduction to 
palynology at Lake Okoboji to re-sorted primary records in Sears’ 
archival papers reveals inconsistencies in the publication.  Source: 
Transeau, EN, Stuckey, RL, Reese, KJ and the Ohio Biological 
Survey. The prairie peninsula--in the “shadow” of Transeau : 
proceedings of the Sixth North American Prairie Conference, 
the Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 12-17 August 1978.  
Columbus, Ohio : College of Biological Sciences, Ohio State 
University, 1981.

Above: Archivist’s description of the lobby 
poster entitled “Leaders in Two Realms: 
Presidents of the Ecological Society of 
American as Leaders in Conservation” 
presented at ESA Snowbird (1991).  The 
poster is at Dension University’s archives 
but should be at University of Georgia with 
other ESA records.  Right: A partial reference 
list from the Russell et al. poster revealing 
sources of biographical information about 
ESA founders and past presidents.

The finding aid of the Paul Sears papers is available at Yale’s collection of online finding aids (http://drs.library.yale.edu:8083/saxon/SaxonServlet?style=http://drs.library.
yale.edu:8083/saxon/EAD/yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&source=http://drs.library.yale.edu:8083/fedora/get/mssa:ms.0663/EAD&query=Sears&filter=&hitPageStart=1), but digital 
copies of the contents, such as the Clements letter (above right), are not yet online.

A microfilmed version of the 
Charles Bessey papers

An excerpt from the Yale 
University catalog record for the 
Paul Sears papers

Electronic records related to 
the history of ESA’s Bulletin in 
JSTOR should be accessioned by 
the University of Georgia archives 
with other ESA records.
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A letter to Paul Sears from Ohio State University Botany Chair 
Edgar Transeau reminiscing time spent discussing pedagogy and 
the origin of prairies while both were at OSU.  This letter provides 
evidence of a strong yet indirect relationship between Sears 
and Transeau (see history of ecology poster “Sprugel redux: A 
‘pedagogical genealogy’ extended” in this session).

Above: An excerpt from the Henry C. Cowles 
finding aid.  It says Cowles was: “Instrumental in the 
foundation of the Ecological Society of America,”  
but a search turns up no further mention of ESA 
in the whole finding aid.  Right: Subject headings 
included in the Cowles finding aid do not include 
the Ecological Society of Aermica or other terms 
that may be useful to a search, such as the names of 
persons in photographs within the collection.


