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After the World Wide Web went public in April 1993, ESA was
among the early adopters of this new communication format.

The first ESA website was online in January 1995.

The Historical Records Committee (HRC) soon added a history component that
introduced ESA’s origins and provided access to detailed lists of the Society's
officers, sections, chapters, committees, awards, and meetings in table form.
These records were updated regularly and constituted the core of the history

website, as they still do today.

With the ESA Centennial approaching, the HRC has been engaged in promoting

awareness of ESA’s history in relation to the history of ecology and its
practitioners.

“When | became ESA Secretary in 1992, | discovered
our records were a mess, but found that Bob Mcintosh
and Bob Burgess had accumulated some pretty
good documentation, so | pulled these records
together and updated them and created what
soon became our first historical records web
page. Rob Colwell and | created the first ESA
website, writing it in raw HTML, and this new
means of publication seemed the obvious way
to make our evolving historical records readily
available to our members.”
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ESA Historical Information

¢ Past Officers
o Past Presidents
e Past Vice Presidents
o Past Secretaries
e Past Treasurers
e Committee Membership
¢ Meetings
* Publications
* Minutes

Return to the ESA Homepage

Building connections to community
and public 2008-2014 #

Our approach

— Expanding available information and
connections

— QOutreach via social media

— Exploring new tools for interactivity

% Our results

— Main website has more than 30 pages
and 100 posts!

— More than 300 visitors per week

— New top-level access from ESA
homepage

— Three major timelines in use

— 432 tweets, 177 followers on Twitter

SBl/Science Links
Site Map Programs

ESA homepage as of December 1998,
courtesy of the Wayback Machine,
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More tools, more ways to make history accessible to ESA members
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The Four Roberts

ESA’s and the Historical Records Committee’s original
websites were built by efforts of four early historians:

Robert Colwell: led the committee that in November 1994 proposed
first ESA website, arranged for it to be hosted at the San Diego Super
Computer Center, designed hypersymmetric logo, precursor to current
version, and built website; Distinguished Service Citation, 1999

Robert Burgess: collected materials and photos documenting ESA /
history from 1915 through 1970s; Distinguished Service Citation, 1988

Robert Mcintosh: ecologist and student of the field’s history, wrote
articles and books reviewing the history of ecology and its concepts,
compiled historical records while ESA Secretary

Robert K. Peet: proposed in November 1994 distribution of ESA
historical records over the web, created most of ESA’s original website
and completed compilation of historical records from 1915-1995;
Distinguished Service Citation, 1995

—Bob Peet
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ESA Historical Records homepage as of July 2001, courtesy of the
Wayback Machine, archive.org
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A meeting was held at Columbus, Ohio, on December 28th, 1215, at which it was decided to organize the
Ecological Society of America.... The interests and activities of this society will be of the broadest character,
embracing every phase of the relation of organisms to their environmental condition. ..
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Hardhats required!

This website is currently under
construction by ESA's Historical Records
Committee. If you don't find what you're
looking for, or we've made a mistake
please let us know Use the contact form
add a comment on any page, or send
email to HRC4ESA@gmail.com

Recent additions

+ Past Presidents Timelines July 22
2014

Annual Meeting info

What should | save?

Download our brochure on
how you can help preserve

JOIN US IN SACRAMENTO August 10-15, 2014

ESA Historical Records Committee booth and programs
will be announced in late February

+ Photos from ESA Annual Meetings
July 19, 2014

« Past Presidents Photos July 19
2014

o= + Historic Photo Gallery July 19
policies 2014

= ESA and the Ecologists’ Union June

25,2014

ESA's records for the use of
future researchers.

Officers, chapter and
section chairs: Please see
our guidelines for

A condition. ..
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s ¢ web, being introduced at The first discussions on the formation of the Spciety took place in 1914 in the lobby of the Hotel
Walton in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at a meegting of animal and plant ecologists organized by
Henry Chandler Cowles. It became official on Pecember 28", 1915, in Columbus, Ohio, at the
w“ 3 ; meeting of the American Association for the Agvancement of Science (AAAS). A group of about 50

e [PESANistory formoreinfoand  peqple voted to form the Ecological Society of fmerica, adopted a constitution, and set the next
; ks! meeting. Dr. Victor E. Shelford of the University of lllinois served as the first president.
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ESA’s Historical Records Committee Home — ESA.org/history

MG  Cowles and Tansley

December 1913

~ ESA founder Henry Chandler
(‘ Cowles (left; 1868-1939) with Sir
w& Arthur George Tansley

International Phytogeographic Excursion
Jul 1913 - Sep 1913

American ecologists hosted a major
scientific tour of natural sites in the
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8 It's Officiall

The Ecological Society of America started
8 December 28th, 1915, in Columbus, OH, atthe
3 meeting of the American Association for the
Agvancement of..

in a Hotel Lobby

The first discussions on the formation
of an ecological society took place in

= 1914 in the lobby of the Hotel Walton
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at.
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Finding our audience for historical information

The new website version was online
for testing and feedback a year before its
official launch in March 2014.

A meeting was held at Columbus, Ohio, on Defrember 28, 1915, at which it was decided to
organize the Ecological Society of America.... [he interests and activities of this society will be of
the broadest character, embracing every phasg of the relation of organisms to their environmental

—The Geographical Review 1916--
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@ESAhistory
twitter feed

— ESA home Register Sitemap

+« Chapters
s Chapter Awards

Current news in red oval

e
T -
- EL Cowlis o 1558-1938) wath S ¥
=y ook Aahur Gacrgs Tanskey 's
ounded in e 2
ey s
.|"'—_ ] '
) L e ",

Explore ESA's 100-year timeline
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Past Presidents Search this site

Explore issues faced by 100 years of past o
ESA presidents through our Past

Presidents Timelines

History Sessions at 1 -
the 2(9;4 Annual ProleCts In
Meeting <1

It's everyone's job. Find out how you can o
help! Please join us for one or more of the

sessions arranged by HRC, or visit us at
our booth at the Sacramento meeting

Saving ESA’s records

Download our Archiving Guide today!
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Find everything on the ESA History homepage

Visit us at Booth #114 for a demonstration, or online at ESA.org/history

Online Presence Today

20114

Integrated use of several tools—blog posts, twitter,
interactive timelines, and online documents and data—
enables HRC to provide historical information at many levels

simultaneously.
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ESA.org/history: Website views pre-launch to present

Official
launch
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engines

—  For the latest in ESA history

L Follow us on Twitter
@ESAhistory

177

Tweets Tweets and replies

)u ESAhistory @cSAhistory - Ji
Check out our Early Past #ESApres timeline in progress to
see more on key issues for

a2ESA_org each yr: bit.ly/RUIxcd

40
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20 On behalf of the Ecologica
Society's Historical Records

10 Committee, history of ESA and

. ecology via @scisus,
0 —— ] 2SLWhiteCO. Centennial in 2015!
Search Twitter Tiki-toki ESA.org Other

After a “History” button was

on the ESA homepage, traffic sources
and volume changed dramatically

Join us!

placed We need your help to continue to improve

the ESA/history website!



