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The Distinguished Service Cita-
tion is given in recognition of long
and distinguished service to the Eco-
logical Society of America, to the
larger scientific community, and to
the larger purpose of ecology in the
public welfare. The winner of the
2001 Distinguished Service Citation
is Louis F. Pitelka, Director of the
Appalachian Laboratory, Center for
Environmental Science, University
System of Maryland. Although all
of our members profit greatly from
membership in the Society, only a
few are especially dedicated to the
organization and have worked very
hard for its success. Lou Pitelka,
certainly, stands out among these
few. He has worked tirelessly
through the years to help keep the
machinery going. He has served on
numerous committees, has per-
formed the difficult tasks of Trea-
surer and then Vice President for
Finance, and has worked very hard
on planning the annual meetings, the
heart of ESA. His most recent effort
has been the greatest challenge, and
one that he has performed with dis-
tinction and credit to ESA, that of
editing Ecological Applications. The

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

CITATION

ment in ecological research, particu-
larly in community ecology and bio-
geography, but his excellence in
mentoring young ecologists is truly
outstanding. He has successfully
guided more than 40 students to
their doctoral degrees and worked
with over 14 postdoctoral associates.
Many of these former associates are
themselves now well-known ecolo-
gists. Jim encourages his students in
many career options, however, and
his students have become employed
as ecological consultants, science
writers, and ecologists for conserva-
tion organizations. Former and cur-
rent students (both graduate and un-
dergraduate) expressed their tremen-
dous respect and appreciation for
the guidance and inspiration that he
has provided. He expects his students
to be motivated and independent, and
he treats them as peers from the
very beginning, with obvious cour-
tesy and respect.

Jim Brown is strongly motivated
by wanting to know how nature
works. His students comment on his
keen desire to know the truth, even if
his ideas are proven wrong in the
end. He encourages and inspires stu-
dents to cultivate their own curios-
ity. His down-to-earth attitude and
ability to be genuinely excited about
his work and his students’ achieve-
ments provides tremendous motiva-
tion to his students. He is able to
provide a unique balance of indepen-
dence and support for his students’
research.

Ecology also has always been a
collaborative enterprise for him, and
Jim has encouraged his students to
be effective collaborators. He leads
by example, always willing to share
ideas and data, and believing strongly
that open sharing is the only way for
science truly to progress. Students
commented that they learned that a
productive laboratory does not have
to be a contentious or competitive
one.

Jim Brown has devoted consider-
able time and effort to producing
books that are essential in the train-
ing of young ecologists. He co-edited
a volume of key papers that were
especially influential in the develop-

ment of contemporary ecology (Real
and Brown 1991), and this text has
itself become a foundation of under-
graduate and graduate education in
ecology, providing many a student
with an entrée into an important
body of literature. The profits from
the Foundations volume are donated
to an Ecological Society of America
fund that supports graduate and
postdoctoral fellowships. Jim also co-
authored a text on biogeography (ini-
tially Brown and Gibson 1983, most
recently Brown and Lomolino 1998),
which some consider the best refer-
ence available on this topic. Brown
also coedited a volume on the biology
of the Heteromyidea (Genoways and
Brown 1993). These volumes fall
within the traditional realm of aca-
demic publishing, yet their influence
has been far-reaching. Such choices
also require a commitment to educa-
tion from the authors and editors.

Jim Brown is clearly a very
gifted and effective educator of the
next generation of ecologists; the
sincere testimonials from his former
and current students were compel-
ling. It is with pleasure that ESA
honors him as the second recipient
of the Eugene P. Odum Award for
Excellence in Ecology Education.
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The William Skinner Cooper
Award is given to honor an outstand-
ing recent contribution in geobotany,
physiographic ecology, plant succes-
sion, or the distribution of organisms
along environmental gradients. The
2001 Award goes to Thomas Swetnam
and Julio Betancourt for their paper
“Mesoscale disturbance and ecologi-
cal response to decadal climate vari-
ability in the American Southwest,”
published in 1998 in Journal of Cli-
mate. Both Swetnam, who is cur-
rently Director of the Laboratory of
Tree-Ring Research at the University
of Arizona, and Betancourt, who is a
scientist with the USGS at the Desert
Laboratory in Tucson, have worked
extensively on questions of long-term
variability in climate and disturbance
in the western United States. This pa-
per represents a synthesis of consid-
erable material, both original and
from other sources, combined with
new data and analyses.
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Distinguished Service Citation is
particularly timely, as Lou Pitelka
retires this year from his highly suc-
cessful tenure as Editor.

Distinguished Service Citation
Subcommittee: Deborah E. Goldberg
(Chair), Robert Holt, Pamela
Matson, Bruce Menge, Judy Meyer,
Steven Pacala, C. Richard Tracy

Thomas Swetnam and Julio Betancourt

Swetnam and Betancourt present
data on fire history, insect outbreaks,
and climate variation over the last 400
years in the Southwest. They have
demonstrated the relationship of re-
gional wildfire patterns to the South-
ern Oscillation Index (SOI), and how
relative strength or weakness of the
SOI can govern the degree of regional
synchronicity and intensity of fire
disturbances. They have moved be-
yond presenting simple correlations
of climate and fire, instead showing
that the relationship between regional
climate and fire dynamics is com-
plex and temporally variable. They
have demonstrated, for example, the
importance of oscillating wet and dry,
El Niño–La Niña regimes for build-
ing fuel, then drying and igniting it
over large areas of the West.

They also document the large-
scale role of interannual and inter-
decadal climate variability in regional
drought episodes and insect out-
breaks. Previous work has empha-
sized the role of drought as a trigger
for insect outbreaks (the “stress hy-
pothesis”). Swetnam and Betancourt
conclude that although the drought-
stress hypothesis is supported for
bark-feeding insects, large-scale out-
breaks of foliage-feeding insects in
the western U.S. are triggered by wet
conditions, and the corresponding in-
crease in plant growth (and thus food
availability for insect herbivores). Fi-
nally, they present evidence that, in
addition to its role in disturbance re-
gimes, climate can also have persis-
tent, large-scale, direct impacts on

ecosystem structure and function. The
paper ends with a “call to arms” for
other ecologists to begin considering
how ecological processes play out on
large (regional) spatial scales and long
(decadal or greater) temporal scales.
Lamenting the lack of research that has
accompanied well-documented cli-
mate shifts in the last few decades,
Swetnam and Betancourt say these
“missed opportunities suggest that
ecologists should pay more attention
to mesoscale responses of ecosystems
to climate variability, and specific cli-
matic events, such as drought.”

There may be no other work that
captures the overriding climatic con-
trols on ecosystem dynamics over
both short and long time scales as
well as this paper does; for this qual-
ity it has earned the 2001 W. S.
Cooper Award.

Cooper Award Subcommittee:
Andrea Lloyd (Chair), Mark Bush,
Roger Del Moral, Marie Josée-Fortin,
Ronald Neilson, Ricardo Villalba,
Susan Will-Wolf

CORPORATE AWARD

Glen Dunsworth (left) and

William J. Beese (right),

Weyerhaeuser Corporation

British Columbia Coastal Group

The Corporate Award of the ESA
is made to recognize and honor a
company for accomplishments incor-
porating sound ecological concepts,
knowledge, and practices. It is given
in one of six categories. The award in
2001 is for stewardship of land re-
sources. The winner of the 2001
Corporate Award is Weyerhaeuser




