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To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the revisions to an existing
information collection requirement regarding the pre-award registration requirements
for Sequence No. 2, System for Award Management Registration Requirements for
Financial Assistance Recipients [OMB Control No. 3090-0290; Docket No. 2026-0001;
Sequence No. 2].

The Ecological Society of America (ESA), founded in 1915, is the world’s largest
community of professional ecologists and a trusted source of ecological knowledge,
committed to advancing the understanding of life on Earth. The 8,000-member society
publishes six scholarly journals and a membership bulletin and broadly shares ecological
information through policy, media outreach and education initiatives.

ESA opposes the proposed policy because it is ambiguous and lacks the clarity required
for conditions on federal financial assistance. Because registration in the System for
Award Management (SAM) is required to receive federal financial assistance across all
agencies and programs, any ambiguity in the certification requirements has
consequences that go beyond any individual area or sector. As written, the proposal
creates uncertainty for recipients and undermines effective stewardship of federal
research investments by discouraging participation. These unintended consequences for
scientific research and application will harm the nation. Currently, ESA receives federal
awards for STEMM workforce development programs. Federal policies should ensure
that investments in scientific research and workforce development complement, rather
than displace sustained support for federally funded research.

Phone: (202) 833-8773 e Email: esahq@esa.org ¢ Web: www.esa.org



Advances in ecological science provide the information needed for decision makers to
manage lands, crops, drought, wildland fire, fisheries and other important topics.
Transformative advances in ecology—such as ecological forecasting, early-warning
systems for invasive species or improved wildfire and flood risk modeling—emerge from
decades of foundational research.

The current SAM certifications and policies require compliance with applicable federal
law and provide safeguards against misuse of federal funds. The proposed policy would
have a chilling effect on federal award making across agencies, thereby jeopardizing
federally funded scientific research and limiting the return on long-term federal
investments.

Federal grant conditions must be clear, administrable and authorized, so that recipients
can understand and comply with obligations while delivering the research and public
benefits Congress intended to support through federal programs. Thank you for
considering ESA’s comments in opposition to the proposed policy changes.
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