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The Coalition for National Science Funding Calls on Congress to Reject Proposed Deep Cuts to the
National Science Foundation in the President’s FY 2027 Budget Request

The Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF) — a broad-based group of professional organizations,
universities, businesses, and scientific societies that advocate for sustained, robust federal support for
science — issued the following statement on the President’s Budget Request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2027:

“The President’s Budget Request for FY 2027 again seeks to eviscerate the National Science Foundation
(NSF), a vital agency that advances U.S. science and national security. These cuts would threaten U.S.
innovation, hinder potentially game-changing discoveries, and greatly weaken our research ecosystem
and future STEM workforce nationwide at a time when our international competitors are bolstering
their own investments.

CNSF calls on Congress to reject these massive cuts and instead sustain and grow NSF in FY 2027 to
invest in our innovation, discovery, and competitiveness. Positioning the United States as a global leader
in science and technology — a longstanding bipartisan congressional priority — depends on it. If enacted,
the president’s proposed budget would dramatically cut science and engineering efforts across every
discipline, from astronomy to engineering to computer science. Simultaneously, the budget request
would reduce the number of scientists and educators directly supported by the agency —including
researchers, trainees, teachers and students at every stage — by nearly 70 percent, from over 305,000 in
FY 2025 to around 94,000 in FY 2027.

Particularly concerning is the proposed elimination of the directorate dedicated to social, behavioral and
economic sciences (SBE). Research funded by this directorate makes essential contributions to national
needs by playing a central role in developing artificial intelligence, addressing national security, and
supporting economic health. SBE has been critical in responding to congressional priorities by
supporting research to treat dyslexia and opioid addiction, further suicide prevention, and promote
technology transfer and economic growth.

Finally, as Congress works on the FY 2027 appropriations cycle, CNSF urges it to continue its oversight of
the allocation of FY 2026 funding to NSF to certify that these funds are fully obligated and spent as

directed, ensuring that the U.S. scientific workforce and innovation thrive."

To learn more about CNSF, please visit http://www.cnsf.us/.
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