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Subject: Public Comments on The Nature Record Draft Assessment

The Ecological Society of America (ESA), founded in 1915, is the world's largest
community of professional ecologists and a trusted source of ecological knowledge,
committed to advancing the understanding of life on Earth. The 8,000-member society
publishes six journals and a membership bulletin and broadly shares ecological
information through policy, media outreach and education initiatives.

ESA is grateful for the multiple opportunities to comment on drafts of the Nature Record
throughout its inception. This sustained commitment to public and scientific
engagement, from the initial framing and prospectus to the current full draft, will
meaningfully strengthen the final document. ESA is particularly pleased to see that
several recommendations submitted in our earlier comments on the assessment’s outline
have been incorporated into this draft. These include treatment of the shifting baseline
syndrome in the context of biodiversity loss, engagement with the concept of biophilia in
discussions of human-nature connections, and attention to the co-production of
knowledge with Indigenous communities and local stakeholders.

ESA fully supports the development of the Nature Record as a vital tool for
understanding the intricate relationship between society and biodiversity. Many
audiences may use the Nature Record to gain insight into the ecosystem services nature
provides. Ultimately, the Nature Record underscores the importance of addressing
interconnected challenges simultaneously to ensure a sustainable future.

The breadth and scope of the Nature Record is large, and ESA commends the authors for
developing the chapters. ESA is heartened to count many of its members among the
authors and leadership team who have contributed to this ambitious undertaking.

ESA looks forward to continued engagement with the Nature Record and stands ready to
support the initiative as the document moves toward finalization. The Nature Record has
the potential to serve as an essential foundation for informed, sustainable and equitable
decision-making in the United States and beyond.

Contact: ESA Director of Public Affairs Alison Mize, alison@esa.org
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